LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
June 2, 2009
The 81st Legislative Session adjourned yesterday (June 1) with several
major issues unresolved. Chief among these are the sunset legislation for the
Texas Department of Insurance and Texas Department of Transportation, though
a deal was struck on financing for the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association.
The Texas Residential Construction Commission, however, failed to win
reauthorization and, unless something happens in a special session, will disband
next year.
Remarkably few changes were made in the judicial system this session.
Heated battles between the plaintiff's bar and business interests over the Entergy
v. Summers decision, the so-called "paid or incurred" issue, and causation
standards for asbestos-related mesothelioma cases produced a lot of smoke but
no legislation. Court reorganization failed once more, as did bills allowing jurors
to ask questions during trial and restricting arbitration provisions. Efforts to
change the way judges are selected went nowhere. Legislation invalidating most
broad-form indemnity provisions in construction contracts reached the House
Calendar at session's end, only to die in the partisan dispute over voter
identification.
In short, this session produced a stalemate on most civil justice issues.
The change in House leadership, almost equal partisan balance (especially in the
House), and major late session slow-down all combined to deal death to make it
more difficult than ever to pass controversial legislation. We can expect interim
studies on paid or incurred and asbestos-mesothelioma, however. Moreover, the
Texas workers' compensation statutes are up for sunset review next session
(unless extended), which will once again put the Entergy decision front and
center.

*********************************************************************
Reminder! - Register Now for the

2009 TADC SUMMER SEMINAR
July 8-12, 2009 - Coeur d'Alene Resort & Spa - Coeur d'Alene, Idaho
Hotel Cut-off Date: JUNE 8, 2009

Donʼt miss this seminar

(program link below)

A great family destination and easy, inexpensive access into Spokane on Southwest,
Frontier and all other major air carriers
A 9.0 hr (with 1.5 hrs ethics) CLE Program Featuring such topics as:

"From High Tech to Low Tech: Adding a WOW Factor to Your Case
Economically"
"Facebook, Twitter and the World of Social Networking Sites: What Trial
Lawyers Need to Know"
"Deposition Testimony - Key Foundations to a Winning Defense"
"Damages: A Roadmap for the Trial Lawyer"
And many more!

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho is a wonderful summer destination with amazing
activities for
individuals and couples
CLICK HERE for registration. Sign up today, space is filling fast!
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